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The Arch Stanton Quartet, based in upstate New York, is 
putting a new spin on bop and post-bop jazz, with funk 
and Latin grooves, expansive improvisation, and inven-
tive original tunes steeped in the traditions of Theloni-
ous Monk, Miles Davis, Wayne Shorter, John Coltrane, 
Freddie Hubbard, Charles Mingus and John Scofi eld.

Their debut album, Along For The Ride, was released 
in November 2012 on WEPA Records. It includes origi-
nal compositions by trumpet player Terry Gordon and 
guitarist Roger Noyes, as well as inspired performances 
by Gordon, Noyes, bassist Chris Macchia and drummer 
Steven Partyka. 

Nick Mondello recently reviewed the album on CD Baby. 
He writes: 

“Recorded live, this pianoless group offers up a 
magnifi cent seven originals and one classic cover. A 
highly eclectic CD, the material ranges from straight-
ahead harder bop (‘Along for the Ride’) to more cere-
bral Monk-fl avored rock-tinged fare (‘Modest Sleuth-
ing’). ‘Della Royale’ struts a Cajun-fl avor and ‘Flying 
Gurnard’ exhibits freer expressive tonalities on which 
the group shines brilliantly. ‘Compared to What’ (not 
the Les McCann-Eddie Harris classic) pounds a heavy 
beat and ‘Estate’ (‘Summer’) is a beautiful rendition 
that sends it all home.”

In March 2013 the band was named Best Local Jazz 
Band in the Metroland Readers Poll and went on a tour 
of Egypt, performing at the Cairo Jazz Festival and other 
gigs. The trip was sponsored by the educational organi-
zation AMIDEAST, the U.S. Embassy, and the Center for 
American Studies at Cairo University. Closer to home, 
the band has performed at such venues as 74 State, 
Justin’s Jazz Club, 9 Maple Avenue, More Bread and Jam, 
The Otesaga Resort Hotel, Midtown Tap and Tea Room, 
the Linda Norris Auditorium, the Oasis, Cooper’s Cave 
Ale Company, and others.
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“Songs like the edgy ‘Flying Gurnard’, worldly ‘Footprints’, and the misty 
‘Contemplation’ reveal the band has an uncanny chemistry, and a knack for 
clever, intuitive interpretations as well as smart, original compositions.”

-Times Union

“You don’t have to re-invent the wheel to do something distinctive in jazz. 
Instead of emulating Ornette Coleman and blowing the model to smith-
ereens, you can follow Thelonious Monk’s example of adding one variable 
that separates your work from everybody else’s. The Arch Stanton Quartet 
has a pretty stock instrumental format, and they play pretty standard forms 
of jazz. But it’s not what they do that makes Along for the Ride a great 
debut recording — it’s how they do it!”

-J Hunter, review of “Along For The Ride” for nippertown.com

“With one foot in the timeless traditions of bop, and the other about to set 
down on something new, the Arch Stanton Quartet is as mysterious as its 
name, with killer players that aren’t afraid to go out on a limb, right to the 
very end.”

-Dave Malachowski, Sound Advice column, Kingston Daily Freeman
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